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Merry Christmas to all!
Merry Traditions of Christmas—
s!
New Exhibit

“I have always thought of Christmas time, when it has come
round, as a good time; a kind, forgiving, charitable time; the
only time I know of, in the long calendar of the year, when
men and women seem by one consent to open their hearts
freely..” ~Charles Dickens
The Merry Traditions of Christmas,
a special exhibit at the Museum,
explores the traditions of Christmas.
Information on Kwanzaa, Hanukkah
as well as the Chinese New Year and
US New Year’s celebrations are also
included.
Showcased in the exhibit are turn
of the century dolls, windup toys,
vintage Santa Claus, Lionel trains and
other items sure to tweak a
favorite memory or two about
Christmas.
Legal Holiday
It is difficult to imagine
today that celebrating
Christmas didn’t become a
legal holiday in California
until 1860. Franklin Pierce
was the first president to
bring a Christmas tree into
the White House in 1853. By
1900, 25 percent of Americans had Christmas
trees in their home as part of the celebration.
Christmas decorations quickly moved from
simple homemade to mass produced as part of the Industrial
Revolution. Candles were originally placed on the trees and
then lit on Christmas Eve—usually the first time the family
would see the tree decorated. Buckets of water would be

nearby in case the decorations caught fire. As electric lights
replaced candles, the Christmas tree was decorated earlier and
stayed up longer.
Christmas Cards
The first Christmas cards appeared in 1843 in
Europe and showed a simple holiday (copy shown
in the exhibit). The cards became more and more
elaborate as time passed. It wasn’t until 1875 that
Louis Prang began printing cards in the US—
prior to that cards were imported from England.
Many cite the growth of Christmas to when
Queen Victoria was shown in a magazine
celebrating Christmas; the publication of A
Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, and
publication of The Night Before Christmas as
popularizing Christmas.
Was Santa an Elf?
The outward appearance of Santa Claus in
the US changed over the years until Coca-Cola
in 1931 used an image of Santa drawn by
Haddon Sundblom. Suddenly Santa became big
and jolly—no longer looking elf-like.
Reindeer Gender
Another point of confusion was the reindeer
since males usually lose their antlers in the
winter. So was Rudolph and his cohorts —male
or female?
There are more interesting facts about these
traditions—but you need to come see the
exhibit. Many thanks to Jill Hunter for loaning
us beautiful turn of the century dolls, doll house, a Santa,
teddy bears, and windup tin toys; Ray Cosyn for a 1920’s
Lionel train and a Marx train; and Michael Whalen for a
vintage Santa.

Saratoga Remembered
Henry Clarke calls
Saratoga “home,” which
is understandable, as he’s
been a resident almost
continuously since 1926.
As we sat in the kitchen
of his Thelma Avenue
home, he recalled some
of his favorite Saratoga
memories, which began
with his playing on the
Oak Street grammar
school playground in the
1930s and included
stories of the family
plumbing business.
Ironically, his
experiences took him
full-circle, when, as Supervisor of Building and Grounds for
the school district in the 70s and 80s, he oversaw Saratoga
Elementary School. Additionally, for much of his adult life,
Henry also served as a Saratoga volunteer firefighter.
Henry was born in 1925. In 1926, his family moved to
Saratoga from Los Gatos. A year later, his father and a
partner started a plumbing business, Standard Plumbing and
Heating (later renamed Clarke and Moscarella), near the
corner of Big Basin and Highway 9, next to the Wells Fargo
building. The family first lived at the end of Aloha Avenue
(then called Cypress Avenue) and Lomita, then moved to the
corner of Oak Street and Komina in 1929. Henry lived in that
house until he entered the Service in 1943. The school
grounds and playground across the street were like his own
backyard, and when the neighborhood kids came by on
Saturdays, he would sneak a break from cutting firewood to go
play ball with them on the school fields.
After returning from the Service in 1946 (70th Infantry
Division, European Conflict), Henry studied mechanical
engineering at Santa Clara University, before quitting to work
for a San Jose plumbing company. When his father’s
plumbing partner wanted to retire in 1953, Henry bought his
interest in the company, which was renamed Clarke Company.
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The business was located on Oak Street, on the first floor
of what is now the Odd Fellows building. In addition to
providing plumbing services, Clarke Company sold appliances
and plumbing supplies. Henry notes that they once held the
keys to “half the houses in Saratoga,” as trusting residents
wanted them to be able to fix any plumbing problems that
might arise when they were away from home. The company
did some work for the school district, including installing the
kitchen equipment and turf sprinklers at Foothill Elementary
and Redwood Middle School. Henry sold the business to an
investor in 1970.
Henry’s experiences with providing plumbing services for
the school district led to his job as Supervisor of Building a
Grounds for the district from 1970-1987. One of his first
projects for the district was to retrofit Saratoga Elementary
School, his alma mater, to make it earthquake safe.
From the time he was discharged from the Service in 1946
until 2002, Henry served as a volunteer firefighter in Saratoga,
and for twenty-five of those years, he was a Saratoga Fire
District Fire Commissioner. During many of those years,
when the department was all-volunteer and the firefighters all
had other jobs, they joked that the department was “the best
service club in town.” Henry recalls when there were no
firemen at the old Saratoga Garage firehouse at the corner of
Saratoga Avenue and Highway 9—only two fire trucks.
When there was a fire, the first responder would open up the
garage so that the trucks could be pulled out, and he would
write the address of the fire and the resident’s name on the
front window for the other responding volunteers. When he
began as a volunteer firefighter, though, there were no street
addresses in Saratoga—firefighters had to know every resident
and the location of their respective homes.
Thank you, Henry Clarke, for sharing some of your many
vivid memories with those of us who also consider Saratoga
“home.”
Written by SHF volunteer Carol Schultz

The Pooh Method
of Learning Reading
According to Willys Peck, “When I was a child my parents
would read books to me and my brother. My favorites were
the books Winnie the Pooh, and The House at Pooh Corner by
AA Milne.
Though I didn’t make
a conscious effort to
memorize the stories, I
found through hearing
them multiple times that
I could recite the
opening paragraphs
from memory.
One day while looking
at the book and reciting
it from memory, I found
myself picking up
words beyond those actually memorized. It was at that
moment that I realized I was reading! That is why I call it
learning to read by the Pooh Method.”
By Willys Peck, Town Historian

for Christmas. Our thanks to: Ginny Sampson, Bill Ford,
Nancy Kirk, Linda Benenati, Jane Asher, Katie Alexander,
Ann Waltonsmith and Annette Stransky.

Save These Dates!
Nov. 4

Nov. 25
Dec. 7
Jan. 16

The Merry Traditions of ChristmasNew exhibit runs through the end of
January
Open House, open 6-8 PM
SHF & the HPC annual meeting with
the Saratoga City Council
Membership Program

On the Road
The Saratoga Elementary School (14592 Oak Street) has one
of the most
interesting lobby
displays locally.
Walk in and see
some of the
original school
desks (the ones
with the ink
wells!) as well as
curio cabinets
containing original
items from the
early days of the school.
One wall of the lobby tracks the history of the school from
the 1850’s to the present. Photos for the display were
provided by Katie Alexander using the Saratoga Historical
Foundation’s photo records. Take a few minutes off during
the week and stop in and look at the display!

Elves at Work
A few friends of the
Saratoga Historical
Foundation recently got
together to make new
Christmas ornaments for
the Christmas trees in the
Saratoga History Museum
and the historic
McWilliams House. The
youthful and hard working
crew created over 100 new
ornaments in a Victorian
style to match the era of
the McWilliams House and
Museum. Paper chains
were also made to decorate
the trees. Only three bandaids were used by those using the
hot glue guns! Thank you to Cyndee and Gina Provenzano
and Anne and Caitlin Cornell for their creative endeavors.
A second crew of hard workers were busy on November 14
decorating the Museum and the historic McWilliams House

Saratoga Village
Open House
Join us on November 25 from 6:008:00 PM at the Museum where we will
have good music, light refreshments,
and a chance to catch up with old
friends. The annual tree lighting in
Blaney Plaza will take place at 5:30
PM walk on over to the Museum.
Enjoy the new exhibit, “the Merry
Traditions of Christmas” by bringing
your friends and family. The Skillet Likkers will play old
favorites—singalong if you like!! Homemade light
refreshments will be served thanks to Social Director Jane
Asher. Docent-led tours of the McWilliams House will be
available. The gift shop has new items including holiday
centerpieces, vintage glassware, Senior Center cookbooks and
hostess gifts in addition to the usual history related items.
Bring your family and come have a wonderful evening!

Gift Books at BookGoRound
Be sure to stop by the BookGoRound on November 25 when
gently used gift books and exceptional quality books will go
on sale. Buy records, books, DVDs for stocking stuffers,
Christmas or for yourself!!

Time to RenewMembership
Membership Director Ann Waltonsmith reminds us
that once
again it is
time to
renew your
membershi
p. A form
is enclosed
for you to
use.
This year we are having a special holiday offer— you can
give a friend currently not a member a membership to the
Saratoga Historical Foundation for only $15.00. A great gift
for Christmas, for a birthday, or for being a friend. As you
know, your membership benefits include a year long program
of special lectures, a newsletter 6X per year, 10% discount on
most gift shop items and more. Even better part of the
proceeds go toward helping to preserve Saratoga’s history.
Use the enclosed form and we’ll send a Christmas card with
your name to your friend informing them of the gift.

Vernon Pick, Uranium King
and Walden West
Next time you
hike the
Earthquake Trail
in Sanborn
County Park,
keep your eyes
open for two
stone pillars
covered with
moss. One of
them has a
curious symbol
on it - the letter
"P" with a geology pick poking through. The other bears the
date "1955." These are visible reminders of a bygone era.
During the height of the nuclear arms race between the Soviet
Union and the United States, Saratoga was home to one of the
nation's most famous uranium millionaires. His name was
Vernon Pick, and in 1955 he and his wife Ruth moved to a
property of more than 800 acres in the hills along Sanborn
Road. Just a few months before, Pick had sold his uranium
mine to Atlas Corporation for over nine million dollars cash.
An avid pilot since the 1930s, Pick convinced Atlas to include
a bonus of an amphibious PBY airplane once owned by
Howard Hughes. Saratoga appealed to Pick and Ruth because
of the natural beauty of redwood country, and also due to its
proximity to Stanford University. Over the next several years
he operated Pick Enterprises, an umbrella company which
included a mineral prospecting division, the entire airport at
nearby Salinas, and a scientific laboratory for developing
"peaceful" applications of atomic energy and technology.
Growing Up in Minnesota
Even if Pick had never become famous as a uranium king,
he would have been a fascinating character. He grew up on
farms in rural Minnesota, and dropped out of school at age
twelve. As a teenager he was stubborn, rebellious and
independent. He left home and lived the life of a hobo: riding
in boxcars and on top of trains, scrounging for leftover bread
from bakeries to share with the other men, and dodging the
"bulls" who patrolled the train yards. By all accounts he
became a man of extraordinary intelligence, and many who
knew him considered him a genius. When he chose to be
charming, Pick could talk his way into a job even when he
wasn't trained for the work. During the 1920s he traveled from
city to city working for companies like General Electric in
Schenectady and Hudson Motor Cars in Detroit. Manual labor
on the farm had shown him the value of electrical power, and
Pick studied diligently to become a self-taught electrician.
When he found a list of the "100 Greatest Books," Pick bought
and read them one-by-one.
Career Changes
After a two-year stretch working as an electrician, telephone
line repairman, and movie projectionist in a mining camp in
Flin Flon, Manitoba, Pick settled in Minneapolis and opened
his own motor rewinding shop. It was the start of the Great
Depression, and business was difficult. For much of the
decade Minneapolis was the site of a violent battle between
organized labor and those who refused to unionize. Pick

Electric was a non-union shop, and this was a continual source
of conflict for the young businessman. He pursued hobbies as
a break from his troubles at work. After earning his pilot's
license in the mid-1930s he established a side-business
photographing barns in southern Minnesota and northern Iowa
by air and selling them to the farmers. Hunting rabbits as a kid
had honed his skills as a marksman, and he entered shooting
competitions around the Midwest. Evenings were devoted to
adult-education classes at the University of Minnesota. Soon
he began to socialize with a group of professors of
psychology, anatomy, and
medicine. Local artists,
novelists, and politicians
also attended these parties,
and helped Pick's own
interests and tastes expand.
During this time Pick
learned about Henry David
Thoreau, and Walden
changed him.
Simplifying Life
The notion that a person
could radically simplify
their life, minimize their
expenses, and live
independently in the
woods appealed to Pick. He had always loved the natural
world, so in 1946 he moved to land in central Minnesota
where he dammed a stream to generate his own source of
hydro power. His explicit goal was to avoid participating in
the cash economy and the hassles with unions and tax forms
that came with modern life. For the next five years, Pick and
his family tried to live the simple life inspired by Walden.
They grew cucumbers, strawberries, grapes and other fruits
and vegetables for their food, and Pick traded his own labor
with local farmers for meat. Oak and maple trees provided
timber for furniture, and he managed to sell a few chairs. It
was impossible to do entirely without cash, and to make
money he continued rewinding electrical motors. Life was
difficult, but they found ways to survive. In the spring of
1951, a fire burned down Pick's mill. His supplies were lost
and they were forced to move. The next year, after a difficult
hunt in the deserts of Utah, he staked his uranium claims. In
1954 he sold them to Atlas Corporation and became world
famous when Life and Fortune published his story. Gary
Cooper and John Wayne both hoped to portray Pick in a
movie about his uranium strike, but the film was never made.
The Move to Saratoga
The life Vernon Pick created at Saratoga was similar to
how he'd lived in Minnesota, but now he did everything on a
grand scale. His property included a duck pond, shooting
range, pottery shop, airstrip, the research laboratory and guest
cottages. Every fall he and Ruth hosted an outdoor barbecue,
and their guest lists reflected Pick's broad interests: Christian
and Jewish leaders, artists, professionals from the banking,
electronics, and weapons industries, and faculty from Stanford
University dined on moose loin Pick himself had brought back
from hunting trips in Alaska. Over the years actress Olivia de
Havilland and her husband, Pierre Galante (the editor of Paris
Match magazine) were dinner guests, as were the Duke and

Duchess of Bedford. Though Pick was famous for his uranium
mine, he participated in a wide range of activities that
transcended the world of geology. For several years he was a
member of the Board of Governors of the International
Science Foundation, an organization dedicated to bringing
together scientists and scientific expertise from around the
"free world." Its 1958 "Brainpower Forum" in Monterey was
dedicated to finding ways to foster the growth of science in the
United States, and Pick participated in a panel discussion on
"Brainpower Production." One of his co-panelists was the
president emeritus of Occidental College. Though he'd
dropped out of school at age twelve, Vernon Pick was keeping
pace with the nation's intellectual and business leaders.

Saratoga do not want to be part of San Jose. We need to
incorporate, so that we can own our City. Could we meet in
your amphitheater?
She went on to say that, “Willys constructed the Theater on

Building Walden West
Despite these successes, Pick remained the same man
who'd sought simplicity and independence in rural Minnesota
in the late 1940s. He grew tired of being busy and having so
many commitments, and even grew to regret having such a
large property to take care of in Saratoga. In the early 1960s

he reduced the activities of his research laboratory and began
spending more time deeper in the woods on his land, silver
smithing and learning other crafts. He began referring to his
property as Walden West. The idea of being left alone to read,
think and tinker in his small workshop held ever greater
appeal.
In roughly 1965 Pick and Ruth moved to Denver. Pick
Enterprises continued, but its activities were scaled down to
just a few staff members. The thin air in Denver was difficult
for Pick, who smoked heavily and had suffered from asthma
since childhood, and he began to spend more and more time in
Switzerland. There he tinkered in his home workshop and
continued to read, learn and think. In the 1970s Pick moved to
British Columbia, where he established Walden North. He
died a decade later.
Erling J. Ostergaard is writing a book about the life and
times of Vernon Pick. If you have information or memories
to share, contact him at vernonpickinfo@gmail.com.

Incorporation Party
A special celebration was recently held at the home of
Historian Willys Peck—a plaque was placed on the outdoor
amphitheater (soon to be 60 years of age) where the first
meeting was held to discuss incorporation for Saratoga.
It was a big step in those days for the little town of Saratoga
to decide whether to go with San Jose or to “keep it rural.”
Betty Peck explained that “In 1954, Llewellyn, Willys’
father, said to me, “Betty, we have no place to meet. San Jose
is claiming all the land around the Valley and we here in

the Ground using Patrick Peabody’s high backed tennis court
benches and a platform which had served as the stage at my
Demonstration Nursery School, sponsored by the AAUW and
held on the land of the Federated Church.
Here in the amphitheater the people gathered, including
Burt Brazil, who later became our first mayor. Everyone had
poured out their hearts. I had never before been involved in
politics, so this meeting was more than exciting for me. Two
years later in 1956, Saratoga was incorporated into a city.”
Among the gathering was the first Mayor’s wife: Helen
Brazil. She recounted the excitement of the campaign that
took place. Brazil was a political science teacher at the time at
San Jose State and ended up being the first mayor as well as
the one to hold the title for the longest. Others instrumental in
the move included Dr. Bob O’Neil who was the chairman of
the committee for incorporation. One of the participants
remembered that the first property tax was 10 cents which
people felt was too high!! As a comparison, San Jose property
tax was $2.00 at the time.
The event included an original song created and sung by
Mark Wallace
about the
Incorporation.
Saratogagrown food
was served in
honor of the
event.
Betty Peck
reminds us
that, “in my
history class at
the Institute for Western Civilization, Dr. Bill Fredlund said
that politics started in the Greek Theater. It served as an
important meeting place for the citizens to discuss and debate
issues of concern."

28 Antique Stores and Sarah
Saratoga Village once had over 28 antique stores but you
always remember the first--- The Barn, owned by Clarence
Neale, Senior.
The Barn opened in 1945 as a home repair service and used
furniture store when
the population of
Saratoga was about
600 people. It was a
colorful place—Sarah,
the donkey was kept
in a pen in the corner
near the Saratoga
Creek and the
spacious barn was
packed with
interesting items.
Sarah was fed
cigarettes by visitors which she apparently enjoyed without
worrying about the Surgeon General’s warnings on the back of
the pack. And John Diemer lived under The Barn and was
considered a Saratoga character. Whether he was considered a
character because of his living arrangements or other
activities, it is not known. Even then the Saratoga zip code
was valued as a residence.
“Not twenty, but plenty,” was the phrase used by Clarence
Neale Senior when telling a customer the price of an antique.
He and his son turned the store into an antique shop in 1946.
Neale had inherited many antiques from his mother and the
rest is history.
Through the years he dealt with Saratogans Joan Fontaine,
Olivia DeHavilland and even John Steinbeck of Monte
Sereno. Rich treasures rolled in as many of the historic
buildings were removed. Antiques and appraisals were
eagerly sought. One time he found the original copy of the
document under which the federal government granted 160
acres of Saratoga land to Hannah McCarty in 1870 in an old
trunk. It was signed by President Ulysses S. Grant. In his
lifetime he had many celebrities as customers—ZaZu Pitts,
Jane Powell, and Robert Horton. Ralph Bunche and Yehudi
Menuhi who grew up in Los Gatos were frequent customers.
The building itself had a rich history—it was originally a
winery and was located at Austin Corners. The Oldham family
purchased the building and moved it to the library (now
BookGoRound) on Oak Street where it remained a winery. In
about 1900 it was moved by John Rodoni to the corner of the
Saratoga-Sunnyvale highway and was used as a blacksmith
shop. Bert Bertelsen was the blacksmith. When the Shell Oil
company took the corner over for a gasoline station, the
building was moved down the hill.
The Barn was torn down in 1963—a victim of a widening
highway (Highway 9)—and rising costs. Just too expensive to
move the Barn. Clarence Neale, Senior died in 2008 but not
before a dream was realized.
Clarence Neal Junior and his son Doug continued the family
legacy in antiques. In the late 1960’s they built Neale’s
Hollow—a recreation of an early California town on a block
some 200 feet long. It stands across from where The Barn
once stood.
The block of colorful Victorian buildings known as Neale’s
Hollow create a point of photographic interest on Sunnyvale-

Saratoga Road. Many of the turned pieces of wood and
gingerbread detail decorating the various buildings came from
the surrounding area.
Clarence Junior and his son Doug who own Neale’s
Hollow are licensed appraisers in addition to selling antiques.
They use online auctions and other modern techniques to sell
antiques. They have one of the largest warehouses of
antiques around. And Sarah, the donkey, is just a memory.

If These Walls Could Talk
Have you ever sat in a restaurant in the Saratoga Village and
wondered about the history of the building? As an example,
the Mint Leaf Cuisine restaurant used to be the Creamery.
Willys Peck is gathering this information and wants your
memories. According to Peck,
“Any one who wants to write
about the historic buildings
where our restaurants are
located and what buildings
they can see from their
windows or buildings next to
them is welcome to help.”
Send writings to Willys Peck,
c/o SHF PO Box 172,
Saratoga, CA 95071. The
articles will be edited and
made available to each
restaurant so that customers
can read and enjoy this historic information while they wait to
be served. Peck notes, “We have Village Gardeners and now
we will have Village Historians!”

Strawberry Fields Forever
Stop by the Saratoga Historical Park and see the garden. The
Strawberry Tree (Arbutus Marina) is sporting charming red
and yellow round
berries. The rich
cinnamon color of bark
displayed in the
summer has changed to
a deep mahogany color
for fall. The berries are
edible with a flavor
akin to kiwi or politely
known as “an acquired
taste” in some circles. Some say that the berries are used to
produce mead and others that it can be used in a fruit compote.
Others just admire the berries growing on the trees.

Meet Paul Merchain—
Museum Docent
I’m not the first person who
has told Saratoga History
Museum docent Paul
Merchain that he should
write a book. Paul, who has
lived in the Santa Clara
Valley his entire life, has an
encyclopedic knowledge of
the Valley’s history, and his
passion for the area’s lore is
infectious. I had scheduled
a short interview with him
focused on the Glen Una
Ranch and was taken on a
fascinating journey that also included mammoth bones being
discovered in the Guadalupe River; the San Jose Antique
Bottle Club in the 1960s; the twists, turns, and bridges of the
old route from Saratoga to Los Gatos; and chess tournaments
at what is now The Mountain Winery.
The old Glen Una Ranch, he explained, was nicknamed
“The Fan Ranch” because of its shape. Occupying “massive
acres,” it was once the largest prune orchard in the world. The
ranch, which included a creek equipped with dams and
turbines, produced the first electricity in the area. The owner
of the ranch was Dr. Handy, a local eye doctor, and his
daughter, Una or “Dot,” married Frank Hume, the son of a
wealthy salmon cannery owner. Una and Frank purchased the
ranch from Dr. Handy, and they hosted “civilized” parties
there, inviting such notable personalities as author Robert
Louis Stevenson and his wife. These parties contrasted sharply
with the more raucous parties that were apparently held by
Senator Phelan at nearby Villa Montalvo.
Una’s husband ultimately fell into the ranch’s creek, where
he hit his head on the rocks and died. She later remarried Dr.
Cool, a San Francisco dentist. The ranch was subdivided and
sold in the 1920s. The original residence, “Dot’s Wood,”
which has since been expanded and remodeled several times
by new owners, still stands, far up the hill on Glen Una Drive.
It is said to be haunted, perhaps by a previous resident. The
original ranch superintendent’s house is still standing, as well,
also on Glen Una.
Paul has been a docent at the Museum for about six years.
Not surprisingly, what he likes most about the job is talking to
people. He especially enjoys hearing stories from the elderly
and answering questions from curious children. If you visit the
Saratoga History Museum on a Friday, you just might be
lucky enough to meet Paul Merchain. Paul, who is also a local
real estate broker, lived in Saratoga from 1980 to 1986, and he
currently resides in Los Gatos.
The Saratoga History Museum is an all-volunteer
organization that is always looking for more docents and other
volunteers. Call 408-867-4311 to learn more!
Written by Carol Schultz, SHF volunteer
“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have
the heart.” – Elizabeth Andrew

Four New
Museum Docents
Museum Docent Director
Michael Whalen has
completed training four new
docents: Nancy Lorenzen,
Bill Ford, Bob Cancellieri
and Ray Cosyn. Nancy
Lorenzen started as an
education docent and decided
she’d like to be a museum
docent also. Bill Ford
(shown in the photo) saw a letter to the editor in the Saratoga
News asking for volunteers to become museum docents and
decided to volunteer. He reports he’s “having fun” and
willing to do more as a volunteer. “Sourdough” Bob
Cancellieri, a Skillet Likker, as well as the former owner of
the Village bakery decided to add docent to his name. Ray
Cosyn, a member of the Board of Directors, is an avid biker,
history buff and “train man” and has also added docent to his
name. Stop by the Museum and say, “Hello.”

Origin of the word, OK
The use of the phrase ok apparently
resulted from the mispelled words, “oll
korrect” in 1839 in a document.
A year later, supporters of the
American Democratic political party
claimed during the 1840 United States
presidential election that it stood for
"Old Kinderhook," a nickname for a
Democratic presidential candidate, Martin Van Buren, a native
of Kinderhook, NY. "'Vote for OK' was snappier than using
his Dutch name. In response, Whig opponents attributed OK,
in the sense of "Oll Korrect," to Andrew Jackson's bad
spelling. The country-wide publicity surrounding the election
appears to have been a critical event in okay's history, widely
and suddenly popularizing it across the United States. Of
course the contemporary version, “Okley Dokley” was
originated by the cartoon series, The Simpsons.

Remembering Lyle McCarty
Sadly Lyle McCarty, a valued SHF member recently passed
away on October 13. Our thoughts and prayers go to his
family.
It seems fitting since Veterans Day (November 11) was
observed this month to remember McCarty and all those who
served in the military.
According to his wife, Rita, “During World War II he saw
combat as a navigator on a B-24 with the 459th Bomb Group
stationed in Italy. He enjoyed the camaraderie of the 459th
Bomb Group Association, attending almost every annual
gathering held all over the US. Besides a term as president, he
was their official historian, which led to his writing “Coffee
Tower—a History of the 459th Bombardment Group in
WWII.” This acclaimed book showcases his gift of words and
is in many libraries around the world.”

Saratoga Historical Foundation
PO Box 172
Saratoga, CA 95071

Be sure to visit: www.saratogahistory.com

BBQ Update
The annual BBQ and
fundraiser was great
fun for all attendees.
This year’s event was
held for the first time
at the historic
Saratoga Springs
Campground. Some
of the highlights
included the
beautiful setting;
Vice Mayor Chuck Page as auctioneer; presentations by Mimi
Gianini and Ray Cosyn; the Skillet Likkers, and the many
interesting and fun live and silent auction items.
Thank you to the many people who helped produce the
event: Chair Bob Himel; Laurel Perusa, Dick Angus, Jane
Asher, Nancy Anderson, Yan Zhao, Jennie Taylor, Michael
Whalen, Debra Cummins, Jack Mallory, Alex Nugent, and
Annette Stransky.

Survey Says
Membership Director Ann Waltonsmith is conducting an
informal survey on people who have immigrated to the US
and living in Saratoga. If you are interested, go up to
www.saratogahistory.com.
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Recent Donations
Marty Mathias of Katherine Kennedy Winery recently donated
a vintage bottle capper. The
bottle capper could have been
used for either beer or wine.
Thank you very much for this
important donation. We would
like to increase our historic
winemaking exhibit and this
will fit in nicely. If you have
any items you would like to
donate, please let us know.

Film at 11
Saratoga High School students taking Tony
Palma’s audiovisual class are busy filming
the local nonprofit organizations. Two
students chose the Saratoga Historical
Foundation and will be producing a 10
minute documentary on the importance of a history museum to
the community. Only 10 minutes?

.

