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A Midsummer Night’s
Dream

There is something about Shakespeare that smacks of
anniversaries, and I’d say the fact that his works have charmed
audiences for centuries has a lot to do with it. So I consider it
significant that a production of “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream” was given in my backyard amphitheater, called the
Theater on the Ground, on the 75th anniversary of the play’s
production at Dorothea Johnston’s Theater of the Glade.

Miss Johnston’s venue, which was a few hundred yards
upstream along Saratoga Creek, was the site of Shakespeare
productions over the following decade. Her production of
“Dream” had Olivia deHavilland as Puck. The preceding year
Olivia played the title role in Miss Johnston’s production of
“Alice in Wonderland,” and it was soon after “Dream” that
Olivia was off to her Hollywood career.

The 75th anniversary production of “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream” was put on by seventh-graders from the Waldorf
School of the Peninsula, in Los Altos.

There is a compelling quality about “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream;” witness the fact that there are current productions by
the Shakespeare Santa Cruz company and by players of the
Los Gatos Shakespeare Festival in the town’s Oak Meadow
Park.

By Willys Peck, Saratoga Historian

Time For the Annual
BBQ and Silent

Auction
Come “Dine Under the Oaks” as once again the SHF annual

barbecue and silent auction takes
place! Sunday, September 27
marks the annual BBQ held at the
historic Garrod Ranch and
Cooper-Garrod Estate Winery in
Saratoga.

The event starts at 4:00 PM
with award winning wine tasting
and tasty appetizers. Dinner

follows with BBQ, crispy salad, western beans and a
wonderful dessert. Toe tapping entertainment includes the
country and western sounds of the Skillet Likkers and bidding
on the popular silent auction

Bring your camera for capturing the breath taking view of
the Santa Clara Valley. This lovely area is reminiscent of the
Saratoga of yesteryear.

Don’t Miss the Silent Auction
The silent auction, according to this year’s chair, Marilyn
Marchetti, promises to be bigger than ever. This much
anticipated event will be highlighted with a special dinner at
Hakone Gardens, gift certificates from favorite restaurants,
paintings, a weekend at Pajaro Dunes and much more. The
auction committee of Marchetti, Laurel Perusa, Peggy Kimball
and Marilyn White have been “shopping” for months to secure
these items. Bring your Christmas list and your wallet! All
funds go to the Saratoga Historical Foundation and towards
Museum operation.
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May 2009Get ready for these events: September 27—annual BBQ and silent auction;
Oct. 2 –Ghosts, Champagne, and Volleyballs—new exhibit; Lincoln’s Last

Journey--a presentation on Oct. 25 at the Museum


