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Honoring Our
Veterans

A very special event is planned for December 6 as veterans from
World War II will recount some of their memories during a
panel discussion. The event will take place at 2 PM at the
Saratoga Library (13650 Saratoga Avenue in Saratoga). SHF
Historian Ray Cosyn will moderate.

Participating in the panel will be George Cooper who flew
P47’s in the European Theater
with 81 missions; Herbert Kwart
who flew a Flying Fortress as
part of the 8th Air Force with 35
missions; Ed Pack, with the 59th

Signal Battalion and later the 8th

Corp and who was part of those
liberating the concentration
camps; Bud Rideout, one of the
Flying Tigers; and Mac
McCaughey part of the 94th

Division who landed on Omaha
Beach. Veterans in the audience
are invited to share their
memories also.

Light refreshments will be
served.

The event is free to the public and appropriate for all ages.
The Saratoga History Museum is sponsoring the event. The

event is being held at the library this year due to an anticipated
large attendance.

You can call 408-867-4311 for more information or go to:
http://www.saratogahistory.com.

Did You Know---100
Interesting Facts About
Saratoga—new exhibit

“Did You Know—100 Unique Facts About Saratoga People
and Places”, a new exhibit opened at the Saratoga History
Museum on November 6 and will run through the end of

January. The best place to
kiss; where ghosts have been
seen; the official Town
Character; Olympic
medalists; Bocci Rock
sighting at Sanford Park and
more all contribute to the rich
history of Saratoga. Ghosts,
Champagne and Volleyball –
a look at over 80 Saratoga
People and Places both
contemporary and historic
will be running in tandem
with the exhibit. Think you
know the history of Saratoga?
Find out more—only at the
Museum!

“An Elegant Affaire” Dinner Tickets Still
Available—A Great Christmas Present!

Dinner at Hakone with appetizers from big word café; entrée,
Mint Leaf Cuisine; salad, the Basin; vegetables, Ristorante Da
Mario; dessert , Plumed Horse; service items, The Napkin Ring;
Saratoga wineries and gifts from AFM Promotions---$79 per
person. Proceeds benefit the Saratoga Historical Foundation.
Call Marilyn Marchetti to make a reservation, 408-741-0732 or
e-mail Marilyn at marilyn.marchetti@comcast.net.
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Open House Nov. 27; World War II veteran panel, December 6;
Montalvo Then and Now lecture on January 18; Feb. 5 lecture on

Steinbeck and more; Happy holidays to each and everyone!
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Montalvo Then and Now
Jane Goldbach and Kelly Sicat will give a presentation on
“Montalvo Then and Now” at the January 18 membership
meeting. The meeting will take place at the Immanuel Lutheran
Church on Saratoga Avenue with the potluck at 6:30, the
presentation at 7:00 PM. The meeting is free and open to the
public.

Montalvo Arts Center was previously known as Villa Montalvo,
a historic landmark built in 1912 by James Duval Phelan (1861-
1930). Phelan, a passionate Californian who had been a three-term

progressive mayor of
San Francisco, went on
to become California's
first popularly-elected
U.S. Senator. Villa
Montalvo was Senator
Phelan's favorite home
and a center of artistic,
political and social life
in Northern California.

Since its
conception the house on the hill, as well as its general
surroundings, has been known as Villa Montalvo. Now, the
historic Villa and property it resides on is Montalvo Arts Center.
The name reflects the growth, new direction and other general
changes the organization has made in the past few years,
including the addition of the Sally and Don Lucas Residency
Program in October 2004. Gone are the days that Montalvo is
known only as a concert venue. New programming, exciting up-
and-coming artists and more make Montalvo the only arts
organization of its stature between San Francisco and Los
Angeles, serving Silicon Valley and the extended San Francisco
Bay Area as a center for creativity. Welcome to the new
Montalvo. Jane Goldbach has been a Montalvo volunteer and
member of the Montalvo Service Group for more than 35 years.
She is a former member of the Board of Trustees for Montalvo,
and has been instrumental in the preservation and maintenance

of the nearly century old historic Villa. Jane trains the corps of
docent tour guides at Montalvo in order to help preserve the
history, knowledge, and perpetuate Senator Phelan’s legacy.

Kelly Sicat is Director of Programs at Montalvo Arts Center.
Kelly oversees the management of the artist residency program,
arts programming, and the arts education initiatives.

Roots and Wings
A special reception is being held Saturday, November 21 from

2:00-4:00 PM for the Roots & Wings, Saratoga Community
Garden exhibit. The special exhibit at the California History

Center (DeAnza College 21250
Stevens Creek Boulevard in
Cupertino) is open to the public.

The community garden exhibit
covers 1972 through 1987 and
includes an oral history interview of
Betty Peck and Jackie Welch. The
once 10-acre garden inspired young
and old in the delights of digging in
the dirt and growing your own

vegetables. The exhibit will run through June 2010.

A Special Memorial
Ellsworth (Els) Welch passed away on September 26. A
Celebration of his Life will be held on Sunday, November 29 at
2 PM at the Saratoga Federated Church on Park Place, Saratoga.
Everyone is invited.

A Memorial Fund has been set up at Los Gatos High School
for those who would like to make a memorial gift. Make out the
check to: "Ellsworth Welch Classical Music Scholarship" and
mail to:
Los Gatos High School Scholarship Fund
20 High School Court
Los Gatos CA 95030

The scholarship will be presented to a graduating senior for
outstanding performance in classical music.

Els was born in Long Beach, CA in 1920. He graduated from
U.C. Berkeley with a degree in Chemistry, and after the war, he
attended Stanford and earned a Masters in Education, and later a
Doctorate in Education.

During World War II, he served
on a destroyer, the USS Johnston,
which was sunk by the Japanese
Navy in the Battle off Samar, part
of the Battle of Leyte Gulf.
Survivors clung to floater nets in
the Philippine Sea for three days
before being rescued. Els was one
of the speakers in the SHF
program at the Museum on
December 7, 2008, Pearl Harbor
Day.
He and Jackie moved to Saratoga
in 1949 with their two little boys,
Edward and David. Lee Anne was

born here several years later. Els taught Chemistry at Los Gatos
High School for 38 years, until 1986.

Save These Dates!

Nov-Jan. Did You Know exhibit at the Museum
Nov. 21 Roots & Wings reception, California

History Center from 2:00 to 4:00 PM
Nov. 29 Els Welch Memorial, Saratoga Federated

Church, 2 PM
Nov. 27 Village and Museum Open House
Dec. 5 World War II panel at the Saratoga

library at 2:00 PM
Jan. 18 Montalvo Then and Now, membership

Meeting at Immanuel Lutheran church,
6:30 potluck; 7:00 PM lecture

Feb. 5 Steinbeck's Wrath, 1936-1939: The
Santa Clara Valley Years, lecture by
Susan Shillinglaw, 7:00 PM at the Foothill
Club


