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Special Civil War Presentation
“Images of the Civil War,” a multi-media presentation by

Bill Cleary takes place
Sunday, May 17 at
1:00 PM at the
Saratoga History
Museum.

The American Civil
War holds a
fascination for the
people of America. A
complex war that left
two percent of the
population or more
than 620,000 dead.
And emotional war
with brother fighting
against brother. What
began as a bitter
dispute over Union and
States' Rights, ended

as a struggle over the meaning of freedom in America.
“Images of the Civil War” will cover the causes of the

American Civil War, key battles as well as many interesting
facts of the war. Bill Cleary, a local executive and former
history teacher, has studied the American Civil War for over
50 years. He has visited many of the famous battlefields and
will bring his insight to the presentation.

Cleary first became interested in the Civil War while
growing up in Pennsylvania and began collecting Civil War
items. Some of his collection is on loan to the Saratoga
History Museum. The presentation is free and appropriate
for all ages. Light refreshments will be served. The Saratoga
History Museum is located at 20450 Saratoga-Los Gatos
Road in Saratoga.
“America has no north, no south, no east, no west. The sun
rises over the hills and sets over the mountains, the compass
just points up and down, and we can laugh now at the
absurd notion of there being a north and a south. We are
one and undivided.” Sam Watkins-1st Tennessee

Lighthouses
of the

San Francisco Bay —
Membership Meeting

The Saratoga Historical Foundation presents “Lighthouses
of the San Francisco Bay ” with a multimedia presentation
by Warren Riley, an Outreach Ambassador for the National
Park Services on Monday, May 18 at 6:30 PM.

The entertaining program will cover the importance of
lighthouses today and historically. As an example, Point
Bonita Lighthouse, one of the lighthouses in the
presentation, was built in 1855 to mark the entrance of the
San Francisco Bay for sailors. The Lighthouse is currently
maintained by the U.S. Coast Guard as a navigational aid to
assist ships safely through the water. The Point Bonita
Lighthouse sends out two sound blasts in heavy fog every 30
seconds. Sir Francis Drake, in his original exploration of the
Northern California coast, missed the San Francisco Bay
because of heavy fog. Fog makes sound travel further, and
the denser the fog, the further it travels.

This is also the
annual meeting for
voting for new board
members. Be sure to
attend this meeting! The
program will take place
on May 18, at 7:30 PM.
Those participating in
the potluck dinner
should arrive at 6:30
PM and bring food to
share, your own dishes
and eating utensils.
Beverages of water, tea or coffee will be provided. The
Immanuel Lutheran Church is located at 14103 Saratoga
Avenue in Saratoga. For dinner reservations, call Nancy
Anderson at 408-867-4383. The event is free and open to
the public.
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May 2009“Images of the Civil War” a presentation; Civil War Collection tours;
Lighthouse lecture; Roots and Wings exhibit—Get out your calendar and
attend these interesting events! And don’t forget to buy a ticket to win a

memorable dinner at Paul Masson’s home!



Extensive Civil War Collection
Tour and Fundraiser

Two special tours of the Civil War Collection of Bill Cleary
will take place Thursday, May 14 at 4:00 PM and Thursday
May 21 at 4:00 PM in his Saratoga home.

The Cleary Civil War
Collection is one of the largest
private collections on the West
Coast. The tour includes
dioramas of major battles,
examples of some of the firsts in
the war--including the first
submarine. Technology played
an important role in the Civil
War—the telegraph and railroad
for transporting news and troops;
photography for capturing the
horrors of war—examples of
these will also be on display.

The tour is different each year—don’t miss this
opportunity. During the tour, former history teacher and
executive Cleary will provide historically interesting
information about the collection he has acquired over the last
50 years. The tour is more extensive than the exhibit on loan

at the Museum.
Each tour is limited to 20

people so make your
reservation today. Tickets are
$20 for SHF members; $30
for nonmembers; $45 for a
tour plus family membership
in SHF. All funds go to the
Saratoga Historical

Foundation, a nonprofit organization. Contact Bob Himel
at 408-867-9727 or e-mail Himel at roberthimel@att.net.
Checks should be mailed to SHF at PO Box 172, Saratoga,
CA 95071.

“Good Wine Makes Good
Friends”

“Good wine makes good friends,” said vintner Paul Masson.
Now you have the opportunity to dine at Paul Masson’s
historic 1936 Mountain Lodge on Pierce Road in Saratoga
with a special promotion from the Saratoga Historical
Foundation.

Purchase a raffle ticket for $20 and you have the
opportunity, along with 9 friends of your choice, to dine in
sartorial splendor.

Sample wine on the patio, watch the sun go down over the
peaceful vineyard, and then sit down to an elegant dinner. If
you have the winning ticket, you choose the date and can
enjoy a dinner for 10.

The drawing will be held July 9—you need not be present
to win. All proceeds benefit the Saratoga Historical
Foundation and will go toward funding events and services.
Only a limited number of tickets have been printed—
increasing your chance of winning. Buy one ticket or many
and win a date with history. To purchase a ticket, call Jane

at (408)255-
1883—during
the day.

Paul Masson,
was a legend for
award winning
champagne as
well as for being
a lavish host.

The dapper
Masson, usually
dressed in a

three-piece suit, and would greet guests the French way with
a peck on each cheek. And if the guest was a good looking
woman, a pinch on the derrière. Young children would be
charmed with one of his magic tricks.

The enticing smell of good food would greet guests ---
sometimes turkeys roasting in the fireplace. Meats came
from one select butcher in San Francisco. Squabs were kept
in a carefully supervised pen. Crayfish and lobster were kept
alive in pools at his vineyard. Streams on the property were
cultivated with his own watercress. And the salads were
famous as show pieces.

Champagne was always served even during
Prohibition. And if the rumor of a party reached
authorities, Masson simply had a fallen tree drug across
the road so Prohibition agents couldn’t raid the party.

The 81 year old Masson was known to have said
when asked by his daughter to lessen his wine
imbibing, “The doctor has advised me that I must
have two quarts of liquid a day to stay healthy and
he did not specify what liquid!” And, accordingly,
Masson kept a bottle of red wine and one of white
at his place at the table so he could keep track of
how much he was drinking!

Saratoga Historical Foundation Officers

The mission of the Saratoga Historical Foundation is to
preserve the unique history of Saratoga for the education
and enjoyment of the community.
Executive Committee
Chuck Schoppe, Pres., Technical Systems Dir.
Jack Mallory, Vice Pres., Community Relations
Ron Hagelin, Recording Secretary
Bob Himel, Treasurer
Newsletter
The Saratoga Historical Foundation newsletter is produced
6X a year. If you have comments or suggestions, please call
408-867-7468 or e-mail to: annette@saratogahistory.com
Museum and Gift Shop
The Saratoga History Museum and McWilliams House is
open from 1-4 PM Friday through Sunday.

Visit our website: http://www.saratogahistory.com.


