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Great Events are Coming—July 4™ Parade; July 9™ Masson Drawing; July
19" Potluck Dinner; August 8 SHF Garage Sale; Sept. 27 SHF BBQ—

An old fashioned Independence Day celebration will be held
at Azule Park on Goleta Avenue starting at 10 AM. A star
spangled parade will include the US Navy and Girl Scout
color guards, patriotic music by the McCartysville Volunteer
band, and early American historical characters marching. The
event isfree to the public. The sounds of freedom will ring
out as the liberty bell will be rung 13 times for the colonies
and freedom. Y ankee Doodle Dandy will be rung out in this
traditional bell ringing, festive event.

Specia guestsinclude veterans in uniform who will lead the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Biscuit the clown will be handing out ice cream, aUS flag
and a balloon to children. Cash donations can be made to the
Red Cross Soldiers Care and Comfort Fund.

Members of the Saratoga
Historical Foundation will be
greeting people and selling local
history books.

SHF member Jack Mallory is
planning the event. If you would
like to volunteer or donate, call:
408-252-7447.

Get out your red, white and
blue clothes and join in thislocal
salute to Independence Day!

The Envelope, Please

Nancy Anderson was awarded “Citizen of the Y ear 2008”
at the Saratoga Awards Night conducted by the Chamber of
Commerce on June 19.

Anderson was selected for her record of volunteerism
spanning over 46 years. Her good works included
volunteering for the Federated Church, president of the PTA,
Girl Scout and Brownie troop leader, Sewing Chairperson for
Good Samaritan
Hogpital, Suicide
Crisisvolunteer;
working with
homeless children;
and membership in
the Senior Center;
Heritage
Preservation
Council, Foothill
Club, and Saratoga
Historical
Foundation.

Anderson said, “I am very, very honored to be chosen over
such worthy nominees. My gosh, they were all the big gunsin
thistown - | have just been fiddling around doing things here
and there. It was interesting to hear what they had chosen to
say about me and funny that the biggest "OOOHHH" and
"AAHH" from the audience was, as Chair of the Sewing
Committee when Good Sam Hospital first opened, | started
the idea to make red Christmas stockings for newborn babies
to go homein!”

Other nominees included Linda Hagelin, Bob Louden, Jill
Hunter, Aki Okuno, Sue Barrera, and Ann Waltonsmith.
The nominees were submitted by the public with the final vote
by the selection committee consisting of past Citizens of the
Year.

The Business Person of the Y ear title was awarded to both
Daryle Luprettaand Chris Oakes.

The Skillet Likkers serenaded guests with town historian
Willys Peck requesting and joining in the singing of afavorite
song, Cool Water. A specia evening for all.



| New Officers Elected

The Saratoga Historical Foundation
recently elected new board members
at an election during the membership
meeting in May. The following will
join the board for aterm of four years:
Membership Director, Ann
Waltonsmith; Special Projects
Director, Ernie Kraule; Fund Raising Director, Jane Asher;
and Chiiming Kao, Community Relations Director

During the June board meeting, a new executive committee
was elected: Bob Himel, President; Annette Stransky, Vice
President; Ron Hagelin remained as Recording Secretary; and
Jane Asher as Treasurer.

According to President Bob Himel, “The goals for this
year's board will be 1) The presentation of quality historical
lectures, exhibits, and programs 2)Outreach to the community
as awhole to make more citizens aware of our Museum and
programs and 3)Continued improvement to the Museum and
McWilliams House in order to provide a high quality “visit
experience.”

Mallory Retiresfrom the SHF Board
Jack Mallory announced he would be retiring from the SHF
board after serving six years. The former Vice President of
Community Relations said he was anxious to compl ete some
of the projects he' s been working on and that he was
“confident he was leaving the board in good hands.”

He also added, “1 will not be far away as | plan to continue
my membership in the museum, attend museum functions,
read the museum newsletter, and promote the town with its
long history."

Mallory isthanked for his many contributionsin the various
board functions. During the last six years, Mallory helped
drive membership to an all-time high; initiated successful fund
raising activities such as the Civil War and Tank tours;
actively recruited board members; obtained the current
outstanding Civil War collection on exhibit at the Museum; as
well as contributed in the area of Museum programs.

A source of unlimited good ideas for success and people, the
former Councilman and Citizen of the Y ear’s contributions
will be greatly missed.

Saratoga Historical Foundation Officers

[The mission of the Saratoga Historical Foundation isto
preserve the unique history of Saratoga for the education
and enjoyment of the community.

Executive Committee

Bob Himel, President

Annette Stransky, Vice President, Marketing Director

Ron Hagelin, Recording Secretary

Jane Asher, Treasurer, Fund Development Director
Newsdletter

The Saratoga Historical Foundation newsletter is produced 6X
ayear. If you have comments or suggestions, please call 408-
867-7468 or e-mail: annette@saratogahistory.com

Museum and Gift Shop

The Saratoga History Museum and McWilliams House are
open from 1-4 PM Friday through Sunday. Call 408-867-4311
Visit our website: http://www.saratogahi story.com.

You are Cordially Invited to

Meet the New SHF Board
With A Potluck Dinner
Sunday, July 19 at 4:00 PM
At
Betty and Willys Peck's
Heritage Garden
14275 Saratoga Avenue
Saratoga, CA

Please bring a favorite dish of
food to share

Contact Nancy Anderson
408- 867-4383
Dander2567@aol.com

Schoppe Retiresas SHF Board

President

Chuck Schoppe announced at the May members' meeting that
he was retiring as President of the Saratoga Historical
Foundation board after the June board elections. He has held
that position since coming to the board in 2004.

In his announcement, Chuck noted some of the highlights
that have occurred during his presidency, which included the
completion of the museum Resource Center and installation of
new furniture, new computer and video systems; renovation
and furnishing of the McWilliams House which figures so
prominently in our successful education program; listing of
the McWilliams House in the Bay Area House Museums tour
book; establishment of the SHF website; expansion of the
museum gift shop; the mural design for Wells Fargo Bank;
improvement in SHF and City Council relationships; the
negotiation of a new building lease agreement with the City;
fire and intrusion alarms; and increased membership and
participation.

Chuck remains as an active board member as Technical
Systems Director, and is thanked for his many hours of
dedicated work and contributions to the Foundation and the
museum.



Save These Dated!

July 4 Independence Day celebration at 10AM in
Azule Park on Goleta Avenue.
July Walking tours of historic Saratoga Village—
Call 408-867-4311 for areservation. Free.
July 18  Saratoga Swings (5-8PM) in the Village--rock
with the Keane and West band.
July 19 Welcome SHF board at the Peck’s Home on
Saratoga Avenue—all members are welcome.
August 1 Saratoga Swings (5-8PM) in the Village—
wiggle with the Bollywood theme
August 8 City-wide gar age sale—go to the SHF garage
sale on 14672 Oak Street.
Sept. 12 A Taste of Saratoga, (12-8PM) in the Village
Sept. 27  SHF annual barbecue at the historic Garrod
Ranch and Cooper-Garrod Estate Winery
Oct. History Month—specia exhibit at the
Museum covering famous Saratogans
Oct. 3 Lantern Walk (4-6PM)
Oct.21  SHF Meetswith the City Council
Oct.25  President Lincoln'sLast Trip by SHF
Historian Ray Cosyn—presentation at the
Museum at 1 PM

Fund Raising Events
The Saratoga Historical Foundation has several fund raisers
taking place in order to continue to provide quality programs
and services. Membership dues provide only 33% of the
money needed to fuel the Foundation and Museum. Please
join us and help make these events successful!

Garage Sales Can be Treasure Hunts!
The city of Saratogais having a city-wide garage sale on
August 8 and the friends of the
Saratoga History Museum are
participating!!

SHF has already started gathering
donations of an antique table,
Cymbidian orchids, wrought iron plant
stands, books, tools, and vintage jewelry to sell. All itemsare
donated by individuals and all money goes to the Museum. If
you would like to donate, drop off your donation in front of
the gate at 14672 Oak Street in Saratoga between the days of
August 3-7. Please do not open the gate and let the dog out!!

If you would like to help setup the garage sale; sell during
the day; or help clean up after the sale—we could use some
volunteers. It'sagreat opportunity to meet people, to donate
an hour or two for some exercise, and to find atreasure. If
you are interested in helping, call Annette at 408-867-7468 or
e-mail annette@saratogahistory.com

The garage sdle starts at 8:30 AM and ends at 3:00 PM on
Saturday, August 8. Jenni Taylor has generoudly loaned us
her driveway at 14672 Oak Street in Saratoga. We'll have n
extra chair or two for those who would like to come and chat
with friends. But don’t forget to bring money for buying those
bargains!

Dining in a Historic Home!

The drawing date for the Paul Masson dinner isjust around the
corner—July 9--- and it’ s not too late to buy a ticket!!

For just $20 you have a chance to win dinner for 10 (ten
people!) in alovely 1936 homein the hills of Saratoga. This

" historic home was once
owned by vintner Paul
Masson. You have the
opportunity to see the rooms
where Masson once lived
and partied.

Surrounded by aworking
vineyard, the pastoral beauty
of theland can only be
surpassed by a sip or two of the wine provided. Gaze back
into yesteryear-..... For only $20—a lovely dinner with
friends; wonderful wine; and historic ambience. Don’t miss
this opportunity! Call Jane at 408-255-1883 today to buy a
ticket.

SHF Barbecue and Silent Auction
Dust off that Stetson, polish your belt buckle---it’s time for the
annual SHF barbecue! Scheduled for Sunday, September 27,
the day promises to be one of good cheer, excellent food and
wine, and a chance to bid on an item or two.

The annual barbecue is one of the largest events of the year
for the SHF organization and traditionally held at the historic
Garrod Ranch and Cooper-Garrod Estate Winery in the
Saratoga foothills.

The Garrod Ranch and Cooper-Garrod Estate Winery
provides a spectacular view of
the San Francisco Bay and Santa
ClaraValley from athousand
foot elevation. The Garrod
family became involved in
agriculture in 1893--making it
one of the oldest working
rancheslocally.

The Skillet Likkers will
provide musical entertainment
and the annual silent auction
will lighten your wallet.

According to BBQ Chair,
Nancy Anderson, “Thisyear's
BBQ will be one of the best. Last year was a sellout—so buy
your ticket early.” All money goesto SHF and the Museum.

Silent Auction Back By Popular Demand!

A weekend at Pajaro Dunes, gift certificates from popular
restaurants, and other exciting items will be on hand for the
annual Silent Auction held during the BBQ on September 27.
This much-anticipated event is chaired by Marilyn Marchetti
and ably assisted by Laurel Perusa and Marilyn White. Items
donated in the past have included estate jewelry, collectible
books, and more. If you would like to donate an item please
contact Marilyn Marchetti at 408-741-1127. Remember
donations are tax deductible. The committee promises a
surprise or two so bring your checkbook.



Actress Joan Fontaine Shares
Memories of Saratoga in an
Exclusive Interview

Joan Fontaine nee Joan de Beauvoir de Havilland
was born on October 22, 1917 in Tokyo, Japan. Her
father was a professor of French and English at
Tokyo Imperial University and a well-known
international patent attorney. Due to Joan and her
older sister's (Olivia de Havilland ) recurring
ailments the family moved to California with the
hopes of improving their health. Mrs de Havilland
and the two girls settled in
Saratoga while their father went
back to his practice in Japan. This
is Part | of the interview conducted
by Audry Lynch with Joan
Fontaine.

“When Mother, Oliviaand | arrived
in California from Japan in 1922,

Sar atoga was the most wonderful little
hamlet in theworld,” saysJoan
Fontaine fondly from the vantage point
of ninety-one years of living.

“1 remember catching water dogsin the
creek, Maypole dances, alittle hill onthe
way to Los Gatos where we had children’s
entertainments,” she said. Continuing, “I
can till seein my mind little childrenin
costumes twining around Maypoles.
People don’t do nice things like that
anymore.”

“Saratoga was at itsbest in early
spring”, she claims. “When we
lived at 21 L a Paloma we were
surrounded by prunes and apricot
orchards. We lived in aworld of
blossoms and when one stepped
out of doorsin the evening, the
scent was paradise.”

Both of the sisters attended Oak
Street school although Joan missed
alot of school due to recurring
ailments. In fact her ill health was
one of the prime reasons that the family moved to Saratoga.
She missed a great deal of school due to rheumatic fever and
bouts of pneumonia.

At one point there were two schools with the old one being
torn apart to make way for the new. She laughingly
remembers how Olivia de Havilland, her older sister, saw an
opportunity for a prank. “Oliviafigured out how to get into
the old school bathrooms,” she says, “and led a group of us
into it. Guilt-ridden, but giggling we stuffed newspaper into
all the johns, flooding the lower floor.”

In addition to the old Oak Street school, she mentioned
that she loved Hakone Gardens. She described it as: “It was
achild’s paradise. We were exposed to musicians and opera
starsthere. | especially loved Tojo, the gardener who gave
me my first ‘just for me' present---a Japanese white ceramic
cat. | understand he and his family wereinterned in
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Colorado during WWII. | remember seeing pictures of
Oliviaand me dressed in kimonosin the gardens.”

Montalvo was another favorite spot that liveson in her
memory. She thinks it was totally appropriate that her
mother’s (British actress Lilian Fontaine) ashes were
scattered there. Sheis especially pleased that thereisa
garden named for her mother at Montalvo, the site of many
theatrical experiences for the whole family.

The movie theatre in Los Gatos was the family destination
every Friday night. Sherecallsthat if you misbhehaved
during the week you stayed home and that was the ultimate
punishment. She aso remembers the Vendome Hotel, their
home in San Jose before moving to Saratoga. Vendome
Hotel, was the place to go in San Jose and is
where her mother met George M. Fontaine
their future stepfather. Her stepfather was the
manager of the O.A. Hale department store
at that time in San Jose.

Some of the people in Saratoga she
remembers; author Kathleen Norris: “We
used to go to tea at the Norris' house.”

Mr.and Mrs. Llewellyn Peck:
(newspaper editor): “We used to visit their
house. | loved Mr. Peck.”

Mr.and Mrs. Willys Peck: “They are so
sweet to invite me to a party every spring.
Unfortunately, it istoo far for me to go.”

Mr. and Mrs. Yehudi Menudin: “We got
to know them because they used to visit his
mother in arest home in Los Gatos. Once on

i atrip to Europel stayed with themin their
home in Switzerland.”
Marilyn Morris O’ Donnell: “We both are dog lovers.
She always inquires about mine and I’m writing a
Christmas card right now to give her an update.”

Louise Garrod Cooper: “She’'s awonderful
woman.” (I had the sad task of informing her of
Louise's death and the dedication of thetreein
Louise’s honor. Joan responded quietly, “ She would
have liked that.”

Author John Steinbeck: “1 never met him when he
lived in Los Gatos but hiswife, Elaine, lived next to
mein New York City on East 72™ Street.”

Mr.and Mrs. Lundblad: “When we first came to
Californiawe stayed at their guest house on Oak Street.
They were like grandparents to us and we would go to their
home for Christmas. Grandpa Lundblad would take us for
rides in the horse-drawn wagon and | learned much about
cooking watching ‘ Grandma’ while sitting around the
kitchen table.”

Audry Lynch, conducted this telephone interview in
December with Joan Fontaine who is presently living in
Carmel Heights, California. A local Saratogan, Lynch
teaches English at Mission College and is active in several
writing groups. Part 11 will be in the next newsl etter.
Editor’sNote: Joan Fontaine, daughter of actress Lilian
Fontaine, lived in Saratoga from 1920-1933. She received an
Oscar for her role in the Alfred Hitchcock film, Suspicion and
has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. She has starred in
Broadway plays, film and television with a career that spans
over 60 years. Fontaine also wrote an autobiography in 1978,
“No Bed of Roses.” A book signing was held locally.



