
Coastal Defenses of San
Francisco—first SHF program

for 2009
Warren Riley, an Outreach Ambassador for the National
Park Service will present the first SHF program of the year
with a talk on the “Coastal Defenses of San Francisco” and
cover the period from 1850 to 1970. The interesting slide
presentation will take about 45 minutes and then be open for
questions.

The program will take place on January 19 at 7:30 PM.
Those participating in the potluck dinner should arrive at
6:30 and bring food to share. your own dishes and eating
utensils. Beverages of water, tea or coffee will be provided.
The event will take place at the Immanuel Lutheran Church
at 14103 Saratoga Avenue in Saratoga. For reservations or
additional information, call Nancy Anderson at 408-867-
4383.

San Francisco's
Presidio alone has
nine historic gun
batteries plus Fort
Winfield Scott
(beneath the Golden
Gate Bridge), which
guarded the Golden
Gate from 1853

through the Civil War. Gun emplacements of the 1890s will
also be shown as well as those on the Marin Headlands.
Also included will be an eerie World War II-era tunnel and
a hidden underground Cold War-Era Nike Missile Base
that's been restored by veterans -- the only one in the U.S.!
The presentation promises to be one you won’t want to miss.

You Are Invited
You are invited to attend docent-led tours, a Green Seminar,
and an award presentation on January 9 at the Saratoga Barn
at 20640 Third Street in Saratoga.

The Saratoga Barn aka Sam Cloud Hay and Feed
Warehouse will be open for docent-led tours sponsored by
the Saratoga Historical Foundation from 3 to 4 PM. This

historically registered building was built circa 1880 by local
owner Sam Cloud. The Congress Springs stagecoach was
housed on the street level, with the horses on the lower level
and the hay and feed on the upper level. The Saratoga Barn
has been completely restored with the original wood.
Artifacts found during the construction will be on display.

The Green Seminar is sponsored by the State Bar of
California Construction Subsection and will begin at 4 PM.
After the seminar Mayor Chuck Page will say a few words
and Developers Craig Awbrey and Bob Hausmann will be
presented with the 2008 Sustainable Building of the Year
Award by Jeffrey Connors. Seating is limited so if you
would like to attend the Green Seminar, please RSVP to
Conner & Associates, Rachael@jsconner.com or
telephone(415)357-1401 by January 5.

New Exhibit Opens February 6
A new exhibit opens in the Saratoga History Museum on
February 6, honoring veterans who fought in the Korean
War and the Vietnam War.

Continuing the theme of “Saratogans Remember
Wartime” the exhibit will include those who fought in the
war as well as important artifacts.

This is the first time the Museum has had this exhibit and
invites all those who might have items of interest to contact
annette@saratogahistory.com or ray@saratogahistory.com
or to call the Museum at 408-867-4311. Your loan of
memorabilia would be greatly appreciated.
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Circle these dates: January 9, attend the Saratoga Barn ceremony; January
19, new program on Coastal Defense; February 6, new exhibit on the Korean
War and Vietnam War—Just to mention a few SHF sponsored events!



Four New SHF Board
Members for 2009

The Saratoga Historical Foundation (SHF) has four new
board members.
Saratoga resident Jane Asher will
be joining the board as Fund
Raising Chairperson. This
important position has been open

for a long time and her interest and skills are greatly
appreciated. Asher has excellent experience in producing
fund raising events including organizing the popular
Dicken’s Faire for Cupertino.

Community leader Ann Waltonsmith will co-chair Fund
Raising with Asher. Waltonsmith has also agreed to the
position of Membership Chairperson. Gene Zambetti who
formerly held that position recently resigned. Zambetti was
instrumental in increasing the current membership level to
260 members and is thanked for his contribution.
Waltonsmith’s long association with Saratoga as mayor and
active interest in the community will make her very effective
in her new roles. Waltonsmith is already at work organizing
the current membership renewal campaign.

Saratoga-born and SHF supporter, Ernie Kraal has joined
the board in the role of Special Projects Chairperson. One of
the first priorities for Kraal is the current landscaping and
hardscaping of the Museum grounds. Kraal was instrumental
in the building of the new fire station and his past experience
in effectively working with various groups will be very
useful in his new position.

Paul Conrado, another long-time resident and key
supporter of the Village and SHF, has joined the board as
SHF representative on the Heritage Preservation
Commission. The Heritage Preservation Commission is an
important area and SHF has always prized its position on the

Commission. Part of Conrado’s role will be liaison to the
SHF board reporting on the Commission’s activities. Jim
Sorden formerly held that role but had to relinquish his
position on HPC when he joined the Madronia Cemetary
Board. Conrado's skills as a businessperson and keen interest
in the community in his new position will be an asset.

A formal vote will be taken by membership in May. In the
interim, the addition of these talented, well-known people
and their "can-do" spirit is welcome.

Presidential Happenings in Saratoga
As the inauguration of a new president takes place in 2009,
it’s an occasion to reflect on notable politicians that have
graced the town of Saratoga, California.

The most well-known event appears to have occurred in
1915 when Senator James Phelan invited President Wilson
to attend the Blossom Festival and stay in his home, Villa
Montalvo in Saratoga. The San Francisco Panama Pacific
International Exposition was taking place at the time and the
primary reason for the president’s visit to California. Due to
the concern about war with Germany, however, Wilson sent
Vice President Thomas R. Marshal instead.

The entourage to Saratoga
included then Assistant
Secretary of the Navy,
Franklin Roosevelt as well
as the Vice President and
his wife, Secretary of the
Interior Franklin K. Lane
and Assistant Secretary of
State William Phillips.
Although Marshal did not
attend the Blossom Festival
due to the inclement
weather, Roosevelt did and
was one of the key
speakers.

Another claim to fame is that the E. Grant Taylor House,
circa 1906, and located on 14421 Saratoga-Sunnyvale Road
once had a “president” sleep there. The Julia Morgan
designed home was once used as a vacation boarding house
and a young Richard Nixon stayed there.

Saratoga Historical Foundation
Officers

The mission of the Saratoga Historical Foundation
is to preserve the unique history of Saratoga for the
education and enjoyment of the community.
Executive Committee
Chuck Schoppe, Pres., Technical Systems Dir.
Jack Mallory, Vice Pres., Community Relations
Ron Hagelin, Recording Secretary
Bob Himel, Treasurer
Newsletter
The Saratoga Historical Foundation newsletter is
produced 6X a year. If you have comments or
suggestions, please e-mail to:
annette@saratogahistory.com
Museum
The Saratoga History Museum and McWilliams
House is open from 1-4 PM Friday through Sunday.
Stop by and see the many exhibits.
Visit our website: http://www.saratogahistory.com.



SHF Hosts Chamber of Commerce
Mixer
The SHF will host the monthly Chamber of Commerce
mixer for the first time at the Museum on January 15. The
event begins at 5:30 and ends at 7:00 PM. Gene’s Fine Food
has generously donated food for the event.

The Chamber of Commerce conducts a monthly mixer for
all members. It is a nice opportunity for chamber members
to meet socially.

March Program Features
Interurban Railway

SHF Historian, Ray Cosyn will give a slide presentation on
the Peninsular Interurban Railway--Saratoga's railroad-- at
the March 16 meeting which will be held at the Immanuel
Lutheran Church. The development of the electric railway
began in 1903 and provided both passenger and limited
freight service up until 1932 when the automobile drove it
from the scene.

According to Saratoga Historian Willys
Peck, "those awaiting a ride at night on
the streetcar would hold up a lighted
paper to help the motorman stop at the
right place."

The line ran out of San Jose down what
is today Stevens Creek Boulevard to
Saratoga Avenue where it turned south to
make its way to Saratoga. Once in
Saratoga, a passenger could continue on
to Los Gatos or change cars to go on to
Congress Springs by Big Basin Way.

The Peninsular Interurban is the grandfather of the current
light rail system. The presentation includes never-before-
seen photos from the archives.

March Exhibit Focuses on 150th

Anniversary of Harper’s Ferry and
Saratoga Resident Mary Brown

The National Park Services in certain areas of the US have
planned events commemorating the 150th Anniversary of

Harper’s Ferry during 2009.
The Saratoga History Museum
will debut a personal version
of Harper’s Ferry through the
eyes of one-time resident
Mary Day Brown and some of
her children. Mary Brown,
second wife of Abolitionist
John Brown moved to
California after his death to
begin a new life. The
Museum’s archives will
provide a poignant portrait of
the family. The exhibit opens

March 6 in the Museum and includes items never before
exhibited.

Cupid Draw Back Your Bow…
Love Notes—a new event
sponsored by the Saratoga
Village Development Council
(SVDC) is an opportunity to tell
someone you care— and very
publicly!

Starting January 19, you can
write a loved one a special Love Note using stationary
provided at the Village Jeweler (14519 Big Basin Way),
Lupretta’s Delicatessan and Catering (14480 Big Basin
Way) or Flobell (14519 Big Basin Way). Return the
completed message to one of the above businesses by
February 6 and your note will be specially framed for
posting on Village store fronts and posted from February 6-
17th. If you want to use your own stationary—it must be 8
½” x 11”.

Bring your loved one for a special meal in the Village or
to choose a special Valentine’s day present and watch their
surprise when they see your Love Note! Be sure to only
post one Love Note or you could be in trouble!

Save These Dates!
Jan. 9 Saratoga Barn docent-led tours and

Green Seminar, 3-4 PM
Jan 15 Chamber of Commerce Mixer at the

Museum, 5:30-7:00 PM
Jan. 19 SHF Program: Coastal Defense of the

San Francisco Bay by Warren Riley
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 6:30 PM for

dinner, program follows
Jan. 19 Write a Love Note in the Village event

championed by the SVDC
Feb. 6 New exhibit opens at the Museum:

Saratogans Remember the Korean War
and Vietnam War

March 6 New exhibit opens at the Museum: 150th

Anniversary of Harper’s Ferry—Mary
Brown Comes to Saratoga

March 16 SHF Program: Interurban Railway by
Ray Cosyn at the Immanuel Lutheran
Church at 6:30 PM for dinner, program
follows


