
Are You Ready For Mouth Watering BBQ???
The Saratoga Historical Foundation is holding

its annual barbecue at the Garrod Ranch and
the Cooper-Garrod Estate Winery in Saratoga
on Sunday, September 21.
Special Guided Tour

The event starts at 3:30 with a guided tour of
the Garrod ranch--one of the oldest working
ranches in Saratoga.
Great Food

The barbecue runs from 4 to 7 PM and
includes wine
tasting as well as a
tri-tip steak; ranch
style beans; crisp
salad; and a sweet
dessert.
Toe Tapping
Music

Entertainment
includes the
harmonious sounds
of the Country &
Western band
Saratoga Skillet-Likkers.
Fun Items To Bid On

The second annual silent auction, produced
by SHF member Laurel Perusa, includes over
40 donated items. Among some of the items are
gift certificates from favorite Saratoga Village
restaurants such as The Basin Restaurant or Da
Mario Italian Restaurant , many bottles of fine
wine from various vendors; a lovely vintage

diamond ring from the Village Jewelers; Gene's
Fine Foods, luncheon with Mayor Waltonsmith --
an Italian painting… chocolate….and a long list
of gift items! Something for everyone!! Do your
Christmas shopping early! This is one auction
you won't want to miss. This annual fund raiser,
along with the dinner, provides funds toward
maintaining the Saratoga Historical Foundation's
operations.
Don't Delay! Send in Your Registration!!

Tickets are $40 for members;
$30 for children; $50 for
nonmembers and $65 for one
ticket and membership in the
Foundation. Checks should be
made out to Barbecue, Saratoga
Historical Foundation and mailed
to PO Box 172, Saratoga, CA
95071. A handy form is included
inside this newsletter for
registration. Space is limited to
the first 100 people registering.
The deadline for registration is

September 14.
Got a Question?

For more information, contact Nancy
Anderson by calling 408-867-4383 or e-mail
nancy@saratogahistory.com or go up to the
website: http://www.saratogahistory.com.
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Circle these dates: New exhibit Sept. 5 and reception Sept. 7 on "Saratogans
Remember Wartime" Don't miss the annual barbecue on Sunday, Sept. 21!!!



Over There--Looking for
Veterans!

As part of our series
on "Saratogans
Remember Wartime",
the museum is looking
for 5-6 veterans to
participate in a panel
discussion on Sunday
October 26. The
discussion will take
place from 1-4 in the
museum with light
refreshments served.
The event is open to
the public.

We are looking for
people to talk for 5-10 minutes about their
experience during the war--could be a veteran or
civilian talking about how war changed their life.

If you would be interested in participating,
please e-mail annette@saratogahistory.com or call
408-867-7468 or call the museum at 408-867-
4311.

"Saratogans Remember
Wartime"-- New Exhibit and
Reception

"Dear Dad:. I thought you might be sort of
interested in how the army is being run
nowadays. I guess things are a lot different now
than when you were in; people say that the new
army is soft compared to the old army.".
That letter from town historian Willys Peck to

his parents during World War II will be part of a
new exhibit, "Saratogans Remember Wartime"
that will open Friday, September 5 from 1 to 4
PM at the Saratoga Historical Museum. The
exhibit will include an overview of World War I
and II as well as focus on local activities and
people during that time. Part of the exhibit will
include vintage posters of the times as well as
include memories, news clippings and photos of
local Saratogans. Sing Kee, one of the most
decorated World War I veterans and former
Saratogan and many others will be featured.
The exhibit will run each weekend from Friday -
Sunday from 1-4 PM until November 1.

If you have a "war time story" we would like to
add your story to the exhibit. Or if you have war
memorabilia that you would like to loan or
donate to the museum for this exhibit, please e-
mail annette@saratogahistory.com or
ray@saratogahistory.com.
Or call the museum at 408-867-4311. The
exhibit will run through November and we will
continue to add items
Don't miss the reception!

The public is invited to a special reception that
will be held on Sunday, September 7 from 1-
4PM. Light refreshments will be served.

Saratoga Historical Foundation
Officers

The mission of the Saratoga Historical
Foundation is to preserve the unique history of
Saratoga for the education and enjoyment of the
community.

Executive Committee
Chuck Schoppe, Pres., Technical Systems Dir.
Jack Mallory, Vice Pres., Community Relations
Ron Hagelin, Recording Secretary
Bob Himel, Treasurer

Newsletter
The Saratoga Historical Foundation newsletter is
produced 6X a year. If you have comments or
suggestions, please e-mail to:
annette@saratogahistory.com

Museum
The Saratoga Museum is open from 1-4 Friday
through Sunday. Stop by and see the many exhibits.
Visit our website: http://www.saratogahistory.com.



A Memorable Interview With
Two of Our Volunteers

Recently through the
miracle of the Internet we
were able to catch up with
Michael and Sandra
Whalen while they were
attending an event in
Washington.
Editor: How long have
you been a volunteer
with SHF?:

Sandra and I have been
together since 1994.
However, my membership
(with my late wife, Theda
E. Kamo) dates to the early
to mid 1980’s. We were

invited to the barbeque at Garrod’s by my father,
George Whalen, at the above vague time and joined
subsequently. I had always thought it a hallowed
institution which I was not able to join. I assumed one
needed to be a Louise Cooper or George Whalen, or
at least a Bob Oliver, an early classmate of my dad’s
at Oak Street School.
Editor: What kind of SHF volunteer work do you
do?

I volunteered on some work projects in the late
1980’s, acting as a laborer for the defacto foreman,
the above mentioned Bob Oliver. However, I did not
become a docent until some time after the turn of the
century. As soon as I had been a docent long enough
to be sure I liked doing it, Sandra joined me as a
docent and general volunteer.

As volunteer docents, we primarily man the desk in
the front of the museum. When April was here,
Sandra manned the desk and I wrote short
biographies of Saratogans as April would suggest.
Also, April would, each month, provide us with
articles, magazines, and books relevant to our
background and helpful to us as docents. We discuss
and interpret (as best we can) museum exhibits for
visitors. We give short tours of the McWilliams House
and the donated items in the outdoor exhibit in the
rear of the museum park. I attempt to regale
newcomers with old time Saratoga stories if they
seem receptive. I help visiting previous residents to
catch up on Saratoga since they left, however long
ago that may have been. When Jenni Taylor, Peggy
Schoppe or Nancy Anderson need help, we oblige as
our lives permit. I contribute to exhibits if possible,
e.g. #1 The ’06 earthquake – I made a small exhibit
of San Francisco minted coins dated 1906-S, labeled,
encased them in a plastic slab and submitted them.
E.g. #2 For the present exhibit on the Saratoga
Drugstore I submitted my grandfather’s circa 1900
granite topped, hardwood and glass case and a
balance scale with weights I acquired at a coin show.

As volunteers we greatly enjoy working other
events for SHF besides our docent work, i.e. the
Garden Tour, the Mustard Fair, etc.

Editor: Any strange things happen to you as
docents?

The strangest thing to happen while being docents
is when birds set off the fire alarm at the McWilliams
house. We could hear the birds in the fireplace.
Editor: Are you still working?

We are both retired. Sandra is a grandmother,
homemaker and assisted her previous husband a
professional painter, now based in Greenwich
Village, NYC. She is a full time musician, playing the
baritone sax and clarinet. She plays in the Santa
Cruz City Band and the Cabrillo College Jazz Band.

I am a tree trimmer (climber) still. I am an advanced
numismatist. We travel the US attending coin shows
and collecting. I worked as a Union member for a
subcontractor for PG&E as a line clearance climbing
foreman. After I established my credentials in tree
work, I was hired by the Santa Cruz County Public
Works Road Department. I worked 25 years for the
Road Dept., the last 10 years as a road District
Supervisor

Growing up in Saratoga made me permanently
oriented toward orchards and history. We have two
“family orchards,” one of 45 trees and one of 17
trees.

A Look Back-- by Michael Whalen
Saratoga is fairly old and my family were not “pioneers”
in the sense of the first Anglo’s who wangled the newly
secularized mission lands and land grants from the
Hispanics who had gotten them from the Native
Americans. However, my family did arrive in Saratoga
in 1922. My grandfather, who had been a genuine
“Sooner” in the Oklahoma Land Rush of 1889, was a
sharecropper on what is now West Valley College. My
family lived in the later 1920’s and most of the 1930’s
on Gardiner Lane. In fact, I have a picture of my family
living in the same house that Jenni Taylor’s family
occupied in the 1950’s. My family rented, Jenni’s family
owned. My family farmed in several places in Saratoga
in the 1920’s to the 1950’s.

My father’s brother, Emmett Whalen, owned (and
now my cousin Bob owns) Castle Rock Ranch which is
in the middle of the State Park. My Uncle Emmett was
farming/business partner with Robert C. Kirkwood. The
Kirkwood family owned the “Rancho Bella Vista: and its
mansion. Kirkwood was the state senator from the
Saratoga area and later elected State Controller.

My father, George. was appointed Postmaster in
Saratoga by Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1955. He
succeeded Willys Peck’s father, Llewellyn B. Peck. My
father worked for the Saratoga Post Office, starting
after graduation from Los Gatos High School in 1936.
He worked as Postmaster until Richard Nixon changed
it into a quasi- corporation instead of a department of
the federal government. He served two terms on the
Santa Clara County Grand Jury. He then went to West
Valley College (on the Dean’s list every semester) and
then to San Jose State. At the time of his death in 1988
he was petitioning for graduation. My father was a well
known local athlete in high school, captain of the
football team and “ All Santa Clara County” two years in
a row. He was 1936 class president.

My father is responsible for my knowledge about and
my lifelong love and fascination for Saratoga.


