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Message from the President
We celebrate the birth of the United States this

week – Happy Birthday to our great
nation! During the fireworks
displays, parades and other events
we should pause to reflect upon -
and be thankful for - the courage,
the commitment, the sacrifices made
and the actions taken by the brave

founders of our great nation. So many changes have
taken place in our country since those early days,
and surely our forefathers would feel as
uncomfortable here and now as we would feel if we
were somehow transported back to that time – but
what an adventure!. However, I am sure that they
would be justly proud of the country that they created.
Hopefully, we are proud also, and realize our great
fortune to live when and where we do. As we
celebrate our nation’s Independence Day, we should
also remember our members of the armed forces, for

they carry on the tradition of our forefathers in their
sacrifices for the well-being of our nation.

We’ve had some changes to our Board of
Directors. After many years of volunteer service to
SHF, Warren Heid has decided to retire and we will
surely miss him. Warren has served in many
capacities, most recently as Historian. Warren was
also Architect of Record on the renovation of the
McWilliams House which was completed last year.
Warren’s wife Sheila was also a volunteer for many
years as a Board member, Historian, as the
Museum’s second volunteer Museum Director, and
most recently as a member of the Exhibits
Committee. The Heid family has certainly been an
SHF family!

I want to welcome our newest Board member
Annette Stransky, elected to the Board at our May
members meeting. Annette is our newly created
Marketing Director, a role that promises her great
exposure in the community and to our membership,
and she has approached this job with a great deal of
enthusiasm. Past President Bob Louden has asked
for a leave from the Board in order to care for his wife
Anne, recovering from a recent stroke and just
returned home from the hospital. Our thoughts and
best wishes are with Bob and Anne, and we pray for
her speedy recovery. Annette will substitute for Bob
in his role as Editor/Publisher during Bob’s absence.

After almost eight years, April Halberstadt has left
us to pursue other activities. April came to SHF to do
some specific jobs such as organizing the vault and
authoring a book on the Saratoga Volunteer Fire
Department, which is soon to be published. Then for
the past several years she was our first paid (part-
time) Museum Director. April will be back from time-
to-time as she will be working with volunteer Katie
Alexander in compiling material for our new Arcadia
book which we will report on in a future article. April
made many contributions to the Museum and was
well-known to the community. I know that you’ll join
me in wishing April well!

With summer now upon us and with vacations
under way, I know that our days will be very busy in
the months ahead. Please save September 21 for
our annual barbeque and auction! This fundraiser,
held at the historic Garrod Ranch and Cooper-Garrod
Estate Winery, has been a very popular event, and
tickets are limited, so watch for details and your
reservation form in the September newsletter and on
our website: www.saratogahistory.com. Our
volunteers - those who help keep the Foundation and
Museum running - will receive invitations to our
Appreciation Dinner to be held in August. Our Board
members, museum and education docents, and our
behind-the-scenes volunteers all give hundreds of
hours each year, and we take this opportunity to
celebrate their contributions as we give them our
thanks and recognition. Wishing you all a safe and
enjoyable summer! -- Chuck Schoppe


