


Saratoga Historical Foundation
Officers and Board of Directors

The mission of the Saratoga Historical
Foundation is to preserve the unique history of
Saratoga for the education and enjoyment of the
community.
Executive Committee
Chuck Schoppe, President, Technical Systems
Director

Jack Mallory, Vice President, Community Relations
Director
Ron Hagelin, Recording Secretary
Bob Himel, Treasurer
Board of Directors
Nancy Anderson, Social Events Director
Ray Cosyn, Willys Peck Collection Project
Manager, Historian

Linda Hagelin, Education Programs Director
Bob Louden, Newsletter Editor
Willys Peck, Members Programs Coordinator
Peggy Schoppe, Exhibits Chair, Gift Shop
Manager, Volunteer Coordinator, McWilliams
House Committee Chair, Archives and
Collections Coordinator

Jim Sorden, Facilities Director, HPC
Representative

Annette Stransky, Marketing Director
Gene Zambetti, Membership Director
Consultants and Volunteer Leaders
Jill Hunter, City Council Liaison
Ann Johnson, Jewelry Designer
Jeff Johnson, Webmaster
Laurel Perusa, Correspondence Secretary
Jenni Taylor, Museum Docent Coordinator

Message from the President
We celebrate the birth of the United States this

week – Happy Birthday to our great
nation! During the fireworks
displays, parades and other events
we should pause to reflect upon -
and be thankful for - the courage,
the commitment, the sacrifices made
and the actions taken by the brave

founders of our great nation. So many changes have
taken place in our country since those early days,
and surely our forefathers would feel as
uncomfortable here and now as we would feel if we
were somehow transported back to that time – but
what an adventure!. However, I am sure that they
would be justly proud of the country that they created.
Hopefully, we are proud also, and realize our great
fortune to live when and where we do. As we
celebrate our nation’s Independence Day, we should
also remember our members of the armed forces, for

they carry on the tradition of our forefathers in their
sacrifices for the well-being of our nation.

We’ve had some changes to our Board of
Directors. After many years of volunteer service to
SHF, Warren Heid has decided to retire and we will
surely miss him. Warren has served in many
capacities, most recently as Historian. Warren was
also Architect of Record on the renovation of the
McWilliams House which was completed last year.
Warren’s wife Sheila was also a volunteer for many
years as a Board member, Historian, as the
Museum’s second volunteer Museum Director, and
most recently as a member of the Exhibits
Committee. The Heid family has certainly been an
SHF family!

I want to welcome our newest Board member
Annette Stransky, elected to the Board at our May
members meeting. Annette is our newly created
Marketing Director, a role that promises her great
exposure in the community and to our membership,
and she has approached this job with a great deal of
enthusiasm. Past President Bob Louden has asked
for a leave from the Board in order to care for his wife
Anne, recovering from a recent stroke and just
returned home from the hospital. Our thoughts and
best wishes are with Bob and Anne, and we pray for
her speedy recovery. Annette will substitute for Bob
in his role as Editor/Publisher during Bob’s absence.

After almost eight years, April Halberstadt has left
us to pursue other activities. April came to SHF to do
some specific jobs such as organizing the vault and
authoring a book on the Saratoga Volunteer Fire
Department, which is soon to be published. Then for
the past several years she was our first paid (part-
time) Museum Director. April will be back from time-
to-time as she will be working with volunteer Katie
Alexander in compiling material for our new Arcadia
book which we will report on in a future article. April
made many contributions to the Museum and was
well-known to the community. I know that you’ll join
me in wishing April well!

With summer now upon us and with vacations
under way, I know that our days will be very busy in
the months ahead. Please save September 21 for
our annual barbeque and auction! This fundraiser,
held at the historic Garrod Ranch and Cooper-Garrod
Estate Winery, has been a very popular event, and
tickets are limited, so watch for details and your
reservation form in the September newsletter and on
our website: www.saratogahistory.com. Our
volunteers - those who help keep the Foundation and
Museum running - will receive invitations to our
Appreciation Dinner to be held in August. Our Board
members, museum and education docents, and our
behind-the-scenes volunteers all give hundreds of
hours each year, and we take this opportunity to
celebrate their contributions as we give them our
thanks and recognition. Wishing you all a safe and
enjoyable summer! -- Chuck Schoppe



A Decade of Fun
"Fun" is how Lynne Gurley describes her volunteer

work at the Saratoga History Museum as a docent.
Gurley says, " It's fun to talk to the people who come
into the museum. And one of the best parts is I get a
chance to look at all the photos and exhibits in the
museum. I learn something new about Saratoga
each time."

She's been a docent for 10 years and says "it's
nice to be able to do something for the community."
She works as a docent for three hours, one day each
month. She adds that, " I remember working on the
museum building when it was originally moved in
1976 from Big Basin Way to its present location. One
of the people responsible for getting that done was
my good friend and neighbor, Kevil Smith."

Gurley and her husband Jerry have lived in
Saratoga for 39
years on historic
Oak Street and
says "it's a
wonderful place to
raise children.
Saratoga is a
beautiful place to
live with big trees
and lovely old
homes. The
community is a
great place to live,
especially if you
get involved in

some of the organizations like the Saratoga Historical
Foundation. By getting involved you learn so much
more about the area."
Gurley adds, "We have four children, Janet, Jim,
Michael and Linda who loved growing up on Oak
Street and all graduated from Saratoga High School.
We now have seven grandchildren. (One is in high
school, the rest in college and law school.) Our son
Michael is a professional musician who wrote us a
song entitled 'Saratoga' for our 50th wedding
anniversary. "

Gurley grew up in the San Francisco, San Bruno
areas and remembers coming through Saratoga as a
child on the way to Girl Scout camp. She said the
bus would stop in the Village at the gasoline station
for a "rest stop" (those were the days of unlocked and
clean restrooms). She would be amazed at the warm
sunshine since it was foggy when she left home.

In addition to her volunteer work with the SHF, she
is also involved in MHANA--the Madronia Historic
Area Neighborhood Association. The group is
working to preserve the historic significance of the
areas around the Village.

Gurley also enjoys painting with water colors and
gardening. And, of course, grandchildren keep her
busy!

Ask a Historian
Have a question about Saratoga history? Try

"Ask a Historian", a popular section of the SHF
website at http://www.saratogahistory.com. People
can type in a question and one of our historians will
respond.

As an example, one person
asked, "Who was James P.
Springer? And what is the history
behind Orleans Court? Is there
any relationship to the Orleans in
France?"

And the response: "James P. Springer was one of
the earliest American immigrants to California,
arriving in 1841. He was also very unusual because
he was a college graduate. He was born in Kentucky
and had a sense of adventure.

Springer was one of the earliest horticulturists in
the Saratoga area, experimenting with orchard fruits.
His orchard covered 143 acres and included what is
now Wildwood Park and most of Saratoga Village. He
was elected to the California legislature, one of the
earliest representatives from the area.

Biographic material on Springer can be found in
Florence Cunningham's book on Saratoga as well as
early histories at the library. The 1881 History of
Santa Clara County by J. P. Munro-Fraser has a
Springer biography. Springer Avenue was part of his
orchard property." By April Halberstadt

Reading, Writing and the SHF
Educational Program!

SHF Education Programs Director Linda Hagelin
reports that the education program is gaining great
momentum. In just six short months, she has
contacted all public and private schools in Saratoga
with an information packet on the education program
which covers local Saratoga history. During the
spring, a "Teacher Day" was conducted at the
museum to demonstrate the history program to third
grade teachers in Saratoga. The education group
staffed a table at the Mustard Faire and presented an
in-class Postcard Stories lesson.

To date, they have served 45 scouts, 65 adults,
145 public and private schoolchildren with a total of
16 sessions, 11 of them occurring from the end of
March to early May! That's when third grade classes,
teach "local history" in the curriculum. According to
Hagelin, "Teachers say they appreciate our "active"
program, where children play Victorian games, try
scrubbing with a washboard, write on slates, and
dress up in pinafores and blacksmith aprons."

Plans are in the works to extend the program to
Cupertino as well as Campbell schools. With a hard-
working group of 13 docents, Hagelin is looking for
volunteers. If interested, contact her at:
lhagelin@saratogahistory.com



A New Take on the
Village People--
Saratoga Style

Senator Phelan drove up in a 1931 sport coupe;
Painless Parker showed up ready to work; and Joan
Fontaine and Olivia deHavilland signed autographs.
Of course, this was all to celebrate Living History
Day in the Saratoga Village.

Living History Day, sponsored by the Saratoga
Village Development Council (SVDC), took place on
May 17. The objective was to involve everyone in
learning more about Saratoga's history while
enjoying the Village.

Young and old registered to take part in the event
by picking up clue questions to ask each of the
characters participating. Once they completed the
questionnaire, they were entered into a drawing.

Many Saratoga Historical Foundation (SHF)
members joined in the fun
- not only dressing in
period costumes but
studying information about
their characters. Some
even carried crib notes!
And all stayed in character
in responding to questions
for this interview!

SHF member Myrna
Thompson dressed as
Mary Brown and chose her
because she said Mary
married to Abolitionist
John Brown had such an
interesting life. "I hated to
leave him and move to
California!," said "Mary".

Paul Hernandez came
as vintner Paul Masson
and kept a bottle of vintage
wine on hand…to keep his
spirits up. He reminisced
that in 1890 Saratoga
became the home of his
world-renowned Paul
Masson Winery. He
brought grape cuttings
from his native land to
plant on the hillsides along
Pierce Road and then
along came Prohibition…..
he sighed.

Irrepressible Willys
Peck came as the town
historian and Betty Peck came as herself--one who
has written two books and obtained a doctorate since

her 80th birthday! Both were popular stopping points
for the people who participated.

Marilyn White aka
famed architect Julia
Morgan talked about
Morgan's many
architectural
accomplishments
including designing the
Foothill Club. Marilyn is a
member of SHF and said
she had played Julia
Morgan in a play at the
Foothill Club so it was
easy to respond to
questions. She was
impressed that many of
the young girls
recognized that it was
tough for Julia Morgan to
compete in what was
then "a man's world."

Looking dapper in his
bow tie and driving a
vintage 1931 sport coupe,
Tony Hoffman came as
Senator James Phelan.
He talked about building
Villa Montalvo in 1912
but declined to talk about
the parties that he used
to have there.


